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request for the retention of his services as your personal adviser.
Finally, you have acquired some practical experience of the work-
ing of the States Department, and of the way in which to deal
with the business of the administration. From to-day you will
begin to build up the reputation that will one day attach to Your
Highness' name. You have round you helpers and advisers who
wish you well, and I assure you that I myself, and the officers
serving under me, will always be ready to help you to discharge
your high responsibility. May this day mark the commencement
of an era of happiness and prosperity for yourself and your
people, and may you prove worthy of the great trust which you
have inherited.

Farewell Dinner to Sir William Vincent at Viceregal

Lodge, Delhi, on 20th November 1922

The Viceroy's Speech

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen : In the year of grace,
1887, William Vincent, a youth of twenty-one years of age, dis-
embarked from the ship that had just arrived in India, entering
upon his career in that great institution, the Indian Civil Service.
He saw strange and wonderful surroundings yet unknown to him,
but, nevertheless, he looked hopefully and confidently to the
future. That is as I picture him, and on his countenance were
marked capacity, vigour, frankness, kindliness and humour.
Other qualities, so well-known to us, were then latent, or at least
they had not left their impress upon his physiognomy. In the
year of grace, 1922, this youth, now Sir William Vincent, having
risen to the arduous and responsible position of Vice-President of
the Viceroy's Executive Council, Home Member in that Council
and Leader of the House in the first Legislative Assembly of India
under the Reforms, is about to leave us to take up his new
appointment in England as member of the Secretary of State's
Council. Thirty-five years he has spent in the services of the
Crown in India. A fine record and a long period. I shall not
recapitulate to you the many offices he has held. If I did it
would savour too much of an obituary notice, which, I hope, will
be delayed a great many years. But whatever posts Sir William
has held, it can truly be said that he has faithfully and manfully
discharged his duty. He has found that the reward of one duty
is the proved capacity to fulfil another until he became in April,
1917, Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council in charge of the
Home Department, an office he still holds. Many have greater